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As of January 1st, 2015 many jurisdictions are now enforcing codes based upon updates to
the International Building Code (IBC) and UL Standards 1703 (modules) and 2703 (mount-
ing systems). The language included in the 2012 and 2018 IBC requires that the combination
of roof mounted solar modules and racking components is to be considered a system (IBC
Section 1509.7.2). Additionally, it requires that this system shall meet or exceed the fire
classification of the roof assembly.

The objective is to ensure that the
PV system does not adversely affect
the fire rating of the roof. Roof sur-
face fire ratings are classified either
A, B, or C; Class A being the most
resistant to the spread of flame.

Since the physical characteristics of

the PV module (material, thickness

of glass, etc) also potentially af-

fect how a fire will act, modules are

now tested and assigned a “type”

based upon these characteristics and

spread of flame test results. There are 15 total module types, Types 1, 2 and 3 represent dif-
ferences in the module composition and Types 4 - 15 are the same module compositions as
Types 1 - 3 with differing fire test performance.

SnapNrack Series 100, Ultra Rail and RL systems have been Certified for a Class A fire rating
with Type 1 and Type 2 modules, in accordance with the standards set forth in UL1703/2703
and IBC 2012. In order to maintain this classification, the SnapNrack mounting systems must
be installed per the UL-approved Installation Manuals. Because the test was conducted with
the modules at 5 inches from the roof surface (worst case scenario), there is no restriction
to the standoff height.

Attachment 1 is the SnapNrack QIMS File which is accessed through the UL Online Certifica-
tion Directory, or available here: ShapNrack QIMS File.

877-732-2860 www.shapnrack.com contact@snapnrack.com
© 2021 by SnapNrack Solar Mounting Solutions. All rights reserved


http://snapnrack.com/resources/
http://database.ul.com/cgi-bin/XYV/template/LISEXT/1FRAME/showpage.html?name=QIMS.E359313&ccnshorttitle=Mounting+Systems,+Mounting+Devices,+Clamping+Devices+and+Ground+Lugs+for+Use+with+Photovoltaic+Modules+and+Panels&objid=1083484103&cfgid=1073741824&version=versionless&parent_id=1081534547&sequence=1

